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EVOLVE Offers Free 
Therapeutic Support 
To EVOLVE Adoptive 
Families

EVOLVE believes that our journey with families 
doesn’t end after finalization. We want to 
provide support every step of the way. All 
families can benefit from therapeutic support, 
but there is a unique benefit for adoptive 
families to seek out adoption-competent 
therapeutic support. 

At EVOLVE, we know your journey and can 
understand some of the struggles you are 
navigating as a family or individual. With our 
adoption-competent therapists, we can provide 
you with short-term support that approaches 
your situation with care and understanding. 

Our Post-Adoption Therapeutic 
Services provides counseling 
services to previous EVOLVE 
clients. This includes those who 
have completed an adoption 
through EVOLVE or through the 
African American Adoption & 
Permanency Planning Agency 
(AAAPA). All members from the 
adoption circle are welcome to 
seek services, including but not 
limited to; adoptees, adoptive 
parents, and birth parents. 

EVOLVE provides post-adoption 
counseling support through 
limited in-person meetings and 
phone calls. Individuals and 
families may benefit from 
support with openness, crisis 

facilitating conversations with 
family members around adoption, 
identity, grief/loss, the impact of 
search and reunion, and more. 
EVOLVE will also provide 
appropriate referrals and 
resources for individuals and 
families for ongoing support if 
needed.

This service is free to all EVOLVE 
and AAAPA clients. 

If intensive counseling is 
requested, such as ongoing 
counseling or ongoing assistance 
with openness or other adoption 
related concerns, a special service 
agreement may be arranged if 
appropriate. This service is 

available at $135/hour. EVOLVE is 
currently working towards 
implementing third party billing to 
ensure our services are accessible 
to all. 

Our Post-Adoption Services are 
available in-office at all three of 
our EVOLVE locations; Stillwater, 
West St. Paul, or, Bloomington.

For more information or 
inquiries please contact:

Elliot Odendahl
Mental Health Therapist
Direct Line: 651.342.2626

EOdendahl@evolveservices.org

Greetings to our EVOLVE families and EVOLVE 
community! Summer seemed to fly by! I hope 
everyone was able to enjoy the weather and 
outdoor activities Minnesota is famous for with 
your loved ones.  As we welcome our autumn 
season, we celebrate our summer successes as 
an organization. As a mother of two small 
children, we are enjoying a crazy, fun time getting 
ready for 3rd grade and preschool!  As we 
transition into the new school year, we welcome 
a lot of firsts not only for our children and 
families, but also at EVOLVE.

EVOLVE is working through a transition. Our 
CEO, Nicole Deters, is no longer with EVOLVE. 
Nicole was an integral part of our organization 
for 6+ years. She led development and 
initiatives to help the organization grow and 
adapt in a culture putting children first. We 
wish her the best. With every change, brings 
opportunity to evaluate our organization, how 
to best serve our communities, and how to 
best assess from a leadership perspective. 

Susannah Barnes has stepped up into the 
Interim Executive Director position. With her 
13 years of experience at EVOLVE (starting at 
HOPE Adoption & Family Services), we are 
excited to have her continued dedication to 
EVOLVE to provide leadership to the 
organization. In her new role, she recognized 
strategic elevations within the senior 
Leadership team providing child and program 
centered concentrations.  

We are proud to serve our children and 
families by providing the best child-focused 
services possible and appreciate of all of the 
support from our EVOLVE community!

Jacqueline Phanthavong
EVOLVE Board Chair



A Time For 
Growth

In July, EVOLVE Adoption & Family Services 
announced that going forward, EVOLVE will be 
doing business as EVOLVE Family Services. 

EVOLVE Adoption & Family Services will now be 
publically recognized as EVOLVE Family Services. We 
are not legally changing our name. However, we feel 
that moving forward as EVOLVE Family Services will 
better encompass the programs and services that we 
provide here at EVOLVE. In over 40 years, EVOLVE’s 
services have expanded significantly. EVOLVE offers 
inclusive adoption and foster care programs, 
comprehensive pregnancy services, and therapeutic 
and mental health services, along with a variety of 
education programs.

We want people to know more about what we do here, 
and when people see the word “adoption” they often 
think of an agency which only specializes in placing 
children in permanent homes. EVOLVE goes the extra 
step to provide services that are helpful and supportive 
for our families, and we want to ensure that our name 
reflects all of our work. Although we continue to grow, 
we will remain loyal to our beginnings. 

Along with this change in name presentation, EVOLVE 
Family Services has a new website with some new 
features—something that has been in the works for 
many months in order to provide our families with a 
smoother, more accessible, and more interactive 
experience.

Our new website features a blog with educational, 
comprehensive, and throught-provoking content as 
well as the most up-to-date information about EVOLVE. 
We also expanded our Therapeutic Services page to 
include information about Family Preservation 
Counseling, Post Adoption Counseling, Support for 
Foster Care Providers, and an FAQ page which can help 
to clarify what our Therapeutic Services are and how 
they work.  

Despite these changes, EVOLVE will continue the 
important and necessary work we do. EVOLVE is 
still dedicated to it’s vision of a world where 
everyone has permanent, nurturing, and 
supportive familial relationships and upholding 
our core values of; Child-Focused, Collaborative, 
Inclusive, Joyful, Pioneering, and Transparent. 

 

Adapted from “A Change” | EVOLVE’s Blog. 

Visit our new website at evolveservices.org

“Our story grows longer everyday.  Our first adoption was six 
years ago and our second only two years ago.  Our 2 sons are both 
10 and have birthdays only 2 months apart.  As with all brothers, 
our sons couldn't be more different.  Jolo loves sports and is very 
successful at swimming, soccer, and tennis.  He has endless energy 
which keeps us all on the move.  Ian is more artistic and bookish.  
Being the newest addition to our family, Ian plays piano, reads, and 
draws pictures almost everyday.  We can't count the ways that 

adoption has changed our 
lives.  Witnessing their 
home county, Philippines, 
and seeing how they thrive 
here in the US, we count our 
blessing often and are 
thankful for what we have. ”

Pictured Left is Angela, 
Ian and JoJo with big 
sister Elizabeth. 

“We learned about the need for 
foster parents and we were drawn to it” 
shared Jason. After fostering Ellie for just 
about two years, Jason and Cassie 
adopted their daughter Ellie. Just this 
summer, the family of three welcome a 
son, Cam. 

Pictured above is Jason, Cassie, and 
their daughter, Ellie. 

From Our Families

Ryan and Janelle Wilson adopted their first daughter, 
Mia, in 2013. The family has an open relationship with Mia’s 
birth mother, Lizzy, and see her multiple times a year. “Ryan 
and Janelle are the kind of people that would drop 
everything for someone, I am very lucky,” shared Lizzy. The 
family of three finalized the adoption of their son, Remy, in 
August. 

Pictured left is Ryan, Janelle, Mia, and their son, Remy 
along with the judge who finalized Remy’s adoption. 
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UMOJA MN is a Black Heritage Camp created 
to empower transracial adoptive, foster, and 
kinship families. Through a weekend-long 
experience, UMOJA MN provides families with 
adult learning opportunities, child and youth 
programming, and large group cultural 
celebrations. 

UMOJA MN inspires families to reflect on the 
beautiful ways African Americans have 
contributed to the development of humanity. 
We believe that by intentionally reflecting on 
the ingenuity and artistry of people of color 
from both past and present, families are 
empowered to raise children of color who are 
proud of the skin they are in.

13
SEP

All Family Fun Night With MN First Robotics 

Join EVOLVE and MN First Robotics for a family night at our Bloomington Office! 
MN First Robotics are bringing their best inventions and kid-friendly innovations 
to create a space of learning, wonder, and creativity. This event is free to all 
families. Visit EvolveServices.org/events to learn more and stay tuned for more 
All Family Meet Ups in the future!

11
OCT

Harry Potter Trivia

EVOLVE is excited to host another Trivia night! We have partnered with The 
Birch’s Lowertown Taproom to host quarterly Trivia nights to benefit the Anne 
McManus Fund. Trivia teams are $25 each. The Birch’s has also generously 
offered to donate $1 per beer from 3pm-close the day of the event! Visit 
EvolveServices.org/events to learn more. 

18
OCT

UMOJA MN

Our next UMOJA MN camp will be hosted October 18-20 at the Oak Ridge 
Conference Center in Chaska, MN. UMOJA MN is a Black Heritage Camp created 
to empower transracial adoptive, foster, and kinship families. This event is 
partially funded by the Department of Human Services. Visit UMOJAMN.ORG to 
learn more. 

26
OCT

Champions For Children Gala, All That Jazz

EVOLVE is thrilled to host our first ever Champions For Children Gala. Hosted at 
the Historic Mill City Museum, our evening will be filled with Jazz! Cocktail or Jazz 
attire is welcomed! The evening will include dinner, a raffle, a live auction, and 
dancing! Tickets are on sale now!  Visit EvolveServices.org/events to learn more. 

14
NOV

Give To The Max Day

Give To The Max Day is an annual day of giving. This event is a Minnesota-based 
movement that encourages Minnesotans to give generously to the causes they 
care about. Visit www.givemn.org/organization/EvolveServices to learn more. 

UMOJA MN is hosted three times each year 
throughout the state of Minnesota. Due to a 
generous grant from the Minnesota 
Department of Human Services, UMOJA MN 
has the capacity to offer 50 foster and kinship 
families a full scholarship to cover their 
UMOJA MN costs (including meals and 
lodging) per camp. 

Our last camp this year will be held October 
18-20 at the Oak Ridge Conference Center in 
Chaska, MN. To align with our yearly theme of 
“We Tell Our Story,” we will be exploring 
various music genres and the artists that help 
create and influence the music we listen to 
today. 

Besides attending the camp, there are a 
variety of ways you can get involved with 
UMOJA MN. UMOJA MN is also looking for 
individuals interested in becoming classroom 
facilitators, volunteers, (prior to and during 
the camp), and vendors. These positions are 
seasonal commitments, with hopes of the 
individual returning each camp. 

Whether you are looking to join as a hire or as 
a volunteer, the UMOJA MN education team 
offers a unique opportunity to model, create, 
implement, and deliver high-quality 
programming and excellent educational 
experiences based on African American 
Culture and history to transracially adopted 
and foster youth in the Minnesota community. 
UMOJA MN wants to offer our youth a 
representative, equitable, and inclusive 
community of educators to serve as excellent 
role models, administrators, counselors, 
teachers, and positive change makers. 

This project is partially funded by the Department of Human Services and sponsored by EVOLVE Family Services


